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ENGLISH 596—LITERATURE AND THE OTHER ARTS

VICTORIAN LITERATURE AND ART

SYLLABUS

Tuesday and Thursday 11.30am-1.18pm, Denney Hall Room 262

Instructor: Clare Simmons.  

Office: Denney 571.  Telephone 292-7950. E-mail simmons.9@osu.edu.

Office hours: Tuesday, 1.30-3pm, Wednesday 12.30-2 pm, Thursday 9.15-11.15am, and by appointment.

About this course.  The later nineteenth century in Britain is more commonly known as the Victorian period, since Queen Victoria reigned from 1837 to 1901.  It is also an age of industrial and global expansion.  A loose topic for the course is Victorian literature and art.  The Victorians were very interested in both what it means to be an artist and in artistic representation.  Although the main focus of the course is how art and the career of the artist are represented in literature, we will consider literary works in accompaniment with the visual arts, architecture, and drama.  

Required Texts.
Charles Dickens, Nicholas Nickleby (Penguin)

Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Lady Audley’s Secret (Oxford World’s Classics)

Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray
George Du Maurier, Trilby
W.S. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan, Patience, available on-line at math.boisestate.edu/gas

Course Reader and reference guide, available from Grade-A Notes

(Note: Some of the poetry in the Course Reader is reprinted from old non-copyright editions.  This saves you money, but the printing is small.  You should be able to find versions easier on the eye either in anthologies such as those used for 202 classes or online, as in the English Poetry Database available through the Library’s web-page. I originally ordered the Broadview Anthology of Victorian Poetry: Concise Edition for this class; it is now optional, not required, but you will find the printing easier to read.)

Course Requirements.  There will be two papers, a five-page paper and an 6-8 page paper requiring some research; see the Course Reader for details.  Please use MLA style and clearly document all references to others’ work.  Failure to document your sources is plagiarism and will lead to serious consequences.  In addition, the Course Reader lists reading questions on the four major novels; please complete these as you read and bring them to class on the assigned date. I will ask you to share something of what you have written with the group and collect the paper at the end of class. If you are absent from class, I will accept the questions the following class, but no later.  Please choose a day when you would like to give a presentation to the class; for more information on the presentations, see the Course Reader.  

This is a seminar, so regular attendance, careful reading in advance, and active participation are expected.  If you are not present, you are not participating.  If  you know that you  must miss a class, please let me know in advance; excused absences after the fact require documentation, such as a doctor’s note.  You may miss two classes without penalty; 3 unexcused absences will lower your participation grade to a maximum of B, four to a C, five to a D, and more to a fail for the course.  

Grading

Paper one (1250 words approx)  20%

Paper two  (1500-2000 words approx) 40%

Short writings                      10%

Oral presentation                  10%

Participation                          20%

Finally:  If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. The Office for Disability Studies, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities; contact the Office for Disability Studies at 292-3307 if you need more information, and of course, do make sure that the ODS lets me know if you have special needs.  During my office hours listed above, you’re free just to call by, but if you need to arrange another time to meet with me individually, please ask me for an appointment.  I look forward to assisting you in any way that I can.  

Outline of Course

Thursday September 22: introduction to course

Tuesday September 27: The woman as artist.  Felicia Hemans, “Properzia Rossi” and “The Grave of a Poetess,” Course Reader;  Elizabeth Barrett Browning, selection from Aurora Leigh, Course Reader.

Thursday September 29: Tennyson and Robert Browning, poems in Course Reader.

Tuesday October 4: Architecture and the Victorian State of Mind.  Selections from Ruskin in Course Reader.

Thursday October 7: Dickens, Nicholas Nickleby.  Please read the first 14 chapters.

Tuesday October 11: Nicholas Nickleby.  Please read to the end of Chapter 33.

Thursday October 13: No class, since I am attending a conference.  Please use the time to continue reading Nicholas Nickleby.
Tuesday October 18: Nicholas Nickleby.  Please finish the book by this class.

Reading questions #1 due in class

. 

Thursday October 20: Nicholas Nickleby at the movies.

Tuesday October 25:  Pre-Raphaelite Art and Poetry.  Poems by D.G. Rossetti and Christina Rossetti in Course Reader.

Thursday October 27: Pre-Raphaelite Art and Design.  William Morris, “The Haystack in the floods” and selection from “The Beauty of Life and Robert Buchanan, “The Fleshly School of Poetry,” both in Course Reader.

Friday October 28: Paper One due in my mailbox in Denney 421 at 12 noon

Tuesday November 1: Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Lady Audley’s Secret.  Please read the first half of the book.

Thursday November 3: Lady Audley’s Secret.  Please finish the book.

Reading questions #2 due in class

Tuesday November 8: Lady Audley’s Secret; selection from Charles Darwin in Course Reader

Thursday November 10: Aestheticism. Pater, selection in Course Reader.  Patience, available online at the Gilbert and Sullivan Archive, math.boisestate.edu/gas.  You are responsible for reading the words (libretto), but I recommend listening to the “Web Opera.”

Tuesday November 15: Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray

Thursday November 17: The Picture of Dorian Gray

Reading questions #3 due in class

Tuesday November 22:  Du Maurier, Trilby
Thursday November 24: Thanksgiving; No class

Tuesday November 29: Trilby
Reading questions #4 due in class

Thursday December 1: Movie: Svengali
Monday December 5: Paper 2 due 4pm in my mailbox in Denney 421. 
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